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He proposed to raffle his property at $5 a ticket. He would
place in a hat twenty-five tickets, numbered from 1 to 25,
one of the tickets marked “prize;” and to whoever drew
the prize he would deed the place. The deed, already exe-
cuted in blank, he had with him. Every passenger that
felt himself able took a ticket, and the settler thus placed
about twenty of them. Five were not taken, but the pas-
sengers allowed these five tickets to remain in the hat as
belonging to the settler. I, as the youngest passenger on
board, was selected to draw the tickets out of the hat. T
drew as many tickets as were sold, but the prize was not
drawn, it being among the five unsold tickets voted to the
settler. So he got his pay for the tickets sold, and won
his place back again. I believe everybody was well pleased
with the result. Nobody desired the man’s home; all that
we desired was to help the poor man to raise the means
to return to his Eastern home. Whether after this he got
better and decided to stay in Louisiana, or whether he ac-
tually left the country, I never knew, bub it showed the
kind heart and the generosity of the Western people which
fifty years ago were more common traits than at the pres-
ent time.

After passing Keokuk, then a very small settlement, and
nearing Rock Island, we found the shores lined with large
numbers of Indians. These were the remnants of the Sacs
and Foxes who, under the lead of Black Hawk, had lately
waged war against the settlers, and, having been defeated
at the battle of Bad Axe, had returned to their homes,
previous to their removal west of the Mississippi. They
were peaceable, and caused no more trouble afterwards.
They were the first Indians I had yet seen living in their
own settlement. During our stay in St. Louis very few had
visited the city, but the effect of their intercourse with the
pale faces was already visible in their behavior, by adopt-
ing some of the lowest vices of their new acquaintances
and losing that loftiness of character with which Feni-
more Cooper has endowed his savage heroes. These fol-
lowers of Black Hawk showed, as yet, no effect of contami-



